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MLA Format Examples: MLA Works Cited
For a sample of an MLA works cited page and instructions on alphabetization, see the last page of this document.
General Notes on MLA Citations
· Separate initials with a space, as in D. L. Rennie. 
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The MLA formats below are based on the fifth edition of the MLA Publication Manual. The item numbers in the following list are used only for internal referencing; they do not correspond to item numbers in the Publication Manual. Some of the references themselves are to actual documents, but many are fictitious. If you find any errors in this document, or would like me to add a reference format, please let me know at ward.webber@comcast.net.
Journals

1. Printed journal article, one author
Molitor, Susan. “Rocking Chair Symbolism in Sister Carrie.” Kenyon Review 40.1 (2008): 961–68. Print.
Spell out as much of the author’s name as is given in the article. Volume and issue numbers (when the issue number is known) are separated by a period (no spaces). Give the entire page range of the article. For numbers over two digits, use only the minimum necessary digits of the second number. For example:
961–68
95–108
195–201
989–1,002
1,006–08
1,198–202
Show the first page exactly as it appears in the source (for example, ii–vi, or a newspaper article: A2–4. If the article is on discontinuous pages, give only the first page followed by a plus sign: 961+. If the source you used was in print form, at the end of the reference put Print. In text, cite as (Molitor 966) (if the material cited is on p. 966), with no punctuation after the author’s last name.
2. Journal article, two or three authors

Williams, Ted, and Sam Cobb. “Where’s the difficulty in standardized reading tests: The passage or the question?” Kansas Quarterly 14.2–3 (1989): 1001–15. Print.
In text, cite as (Williams and Cobb 1006–08). If journal issues are combined, show a range: 14.2–3 is volume 14, issues 2 and 3 combined.
3. Journal article, more than three authors

Williams, Ted, et al. “Where’s the difficulty in standardized reading tests: The passage or the question?” Kansas Quarterly 14.2–3 (1989): 1001–15. Print.
You may either use et al., as shown, or list all author names: Williams, Ted, Roger De Coverley, Mary Lamb, and Alice Klein. In text, cite the same way: (Williams et al. 1006–08) or (Williams, De Coverley, Lamb, and Klein 1006–08). If journal issues are combined, show a range: 14.2–3 is volume 14, issues 2 and 3 combined.
4. Journal using only issue numbers
Lo, Marie. “The Currency of Visibility: The Paratext of ‘Evelyn Lau’.” Canadian Literature 199 (2008): 100–17. Print.

An article title within an article title is surrounded by single quotation marks.
5. Journal in a series

Strauss, William. “Taking to the Fields: Agriculture in A Bend in the River.” William and Mary Quarterly 4th ser. 54.3 (1996): 587–602. Print.

A book title within an article title is italicized. If a journal has a new series and an old series, use ns or os like this: ...Quarterly ns 54.3…
Books
6. Book by a single author
Pelton, Anna. The Trial of Washington Irving. Seattle: U of Washington P, 1998. Print.
Do not abbreviate the name unless the title page does. Omit titles or degrees preceding or following names. The city of publication does not need a province, state, or country. Shorten the publisher name by omitting “Press,” “Publishers,” “House,” etc., or by using a standard initialism like ERIC, APA, GPO, MLA. An exception is a university press, like Oregon UP or U of British Columbia P.
7. Anthology or compilation
Wann, Louis, ed. Century Readings in the English Essay. New York: Appleton-Century, 1939. Print.

If it’s a compilation, use comp. after the name. If the person has multiple roles, list them like Wann, Louis, ed. and trans.
8. Book by two or more authors

Smith, Alfred P., Ronald J. Smith, and Eric Fromm. The Trial of Washington Irving. 2nd ed. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2004. Print.
Cite the names in the order they appear on the title page. If the names are not authors, cite like Smith, Alfred P., Ronald J. Smith, and Eric Fromm, eds. or trans., or comps. For more than three authors, see example 3. The in-text citation is like this: (Smith, Smith, and Fromm 2004).
9. Book by a corporate author

Washington Teacher’s Union. English Teachers in Washington State: Education and Training. Seattle: U of Washington P, 2004. Print.
Omit articles like A, An, The from the organization’s name, but do not abbreviate the name.
10. Work in an anthology

Stockton, Frank R. “The Lady, or the Tiger.” A Treasury of the Familiar. Ed. Ralph L. Woods. New York: Macmillan, 1945. 286–291. Print.
11. Reprinted article in a collection

Molitor, Susan. “Rocking Chair Symbolism in Sister Carrie.” Kenyon Review 40.1 (1978): 961–68. Rpt. in The Novels of Theodore Dreiser. Ed. Helen D. Hunt and Malcolm Davies. New York: Columbia UP, 1996. 26–32. Print.

12. Book with no author or editor

The Chicago Manual of Style. 15th ed. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2003. Print.
Alphabetize by first significant word.
13. Scholarly edition

Scholarly editions are reprints of works by someone not the author; for example, a Shakespeare play. 
Sterne, Laurence. The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. 1759. Ed. James A. Work. Indianapolis: Odyssey, 1940. Print.
Inclusion of the original date of publication is optional.
14. Scholarly edition whose editor’s work is cited

Work, James A., ed. The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. By Laurence Sterne. 1759. Indianapolis: Odyssey, 1940. Print.
15. Facsimile edition

Shakespeare, Willam. Plays. London, 1589. Facsim. Ed. Oxford: Clarendon, 1932. Print.

16. Book published before 1900

For books published before 1900 you may leave out the publisher’s name and punctuate thus: Chicago, 1899. Print. 
Translated Works

17. Translated book with no editor

Lagerkvist, Pär. Barabbas. Trans. Alan Blair. New York: Random, 1951. Print.
If the book also has an editor, give both names in the order they appear on the title page, like Ed. Samuel Johanssen. Trans. Alan Blair.
18. Translated book with editor

Lagerkvist, Pär. Barabbas. Trans. Alan Blair. Ed. Samuel Johanssen. New York: Random, 1951. Print.
Give both names in the order they appear on the title page.

19. Translated book whose editor’s work is cited

Blair, Alan, trans. Barabbas. By Pär Lagerkvist. New York: Random, 1951.
20. Second or subsequent edition, or revised edition

Smith, Peggy. Mark My Words. 2nd ed. Alexandria, VA: EEI, 1993. Print.
For a revised edition, use Rev. ed. For an abridged edition, used Abr. ed. For a dated edition, use 2006 ed. (or whatever year). For works frequently revised, no need to state the revision.
Multiple Volume Works
21. One volume of a multivolume work

Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Annotated Sherlock Holmes. Ed. Willliam S. Baring-Gould. Vol. 2. New York: Clarkson N. Potter, 1967. Print.
The in-text citation gives only the page numbers of the volume in the reference. If the volume has its own title, cite as if it is a stand-alone book.

22. An entire multivolume work
Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Annotated Sherlock Holmes. Ed. Willliam S. Baring-Gould. 2 vols. New York: Clarkson N. Potter, 1967. Print.
In a parenthetical in-text citation, to refer to the whole volume use (Doyle, vol. 2). Outside of parenthesis, use …in Doyle, volume 2… (spell out “volume”). To refer to a page range use (Doyle 2: 153–62).
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

23. Entry in a dictionary

“Egregious.” Entry 2. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 11th ed. 2003. Print.
For widely used reference books, do not give full publishing information.
24. Entry in an encyclopedia

“Janus.” The Encyclopedia Britannica. 2003 ed. Print.

Introductions, Prefaces, Forewords

25. Untitled foreword

Kieran, John. Foreword. A Treasury of the Familiar. Ed. Ralph L. Woods. New York: Macmillan, 1945.ix–x. Print.
For a preface, introduction, or afterward, put Preface, Introduction, or Afterward.
26. Titled foreword

Kieran, John. “The Worth of the Familiar.” Foreword. A Treasury of the Familiar. Ed. Ralph L. Woods. New York: Macmillan, 1945.ix–x. Print.

Magazines

27. Magazine article, weekly or bi-weekly
Vogel, Gina. “Online Tracking of Works of Art.” New Republic 3 Feb. 2006: 54+. Print.

Give the complete date, as shown. Do not give the volume and/or issue number.
28. Magazine article, monthly or bi-monthly

Vogel, Gina. “Online Tracking of Works of Art.” New Republic Feb. 2006: 54–61. Print.

Give the month and year, as shown. Do not give the volume and/or issue number. If bi-monthly, cite as …New Republic July–Aug. 2006: 54–61…

29. Magazine article, no author

“Online Tracking of Works of Art.” Newsweek 6 Feb. 2006: 54–61. Print.
Alphabetize by the first important word in the article title. For in-text citation, see item 40 below.
Newspapers

30. Daily newspaper article

Brooks, Esther. “Literature Experts Testify at Hearing.” Post-Intelligencer [Seattle] 4 Sept. 2001, late ed.: C12. Print.

Omit introductory article from the newspaper name, except foreign-language newspapers: Le monde. If not a nationally published newspaper, add the city name after the name. If an edition is named on the masthead, add this after the date (late ed., natl. ed.).
31. Daily newspaper article with no author
“Food Allergies Blamed for Autoimmune Disorders.” Washington Post 25 July 2008: B17. Print.

Alphabetize by first significant title word. Do not use a wire service or news bureau name. In text, try to avoid a parenthetical citation unless the title is short or has been abbreviated. So the above article would best be cited either like …in a Washington Post article, “Food Allergies Blamed for Autoimmune Disorders,” allergic… or …what we eat could affect our immune system (“Food”).
32. Daily newspaper article on multiple pages
Fahrenthold, Dorothy. “Optimism over saving poetry bonded local jurisdictions.” Washington Post 26 December 2008: B5+. Print.

If an article is found on several non-continuous pages, give only the first page followed by a plus sign (no intervening space).
Reviews

33. Review of a book

James, Warren. “One Letter Too Many.” Rev. of The Letters of James Joyce, by Oliver Holmes. English Literature 33.2 (1989): 205–207. Print.
If the reviewed work is not by an author, instead of by use ed., trans., or dir. For reviews of multiple works, list them like: … Rev. of Fundamentals of Drawing, by Fred Rogers, and Censures and Erasures, by Pearl Pinkly. …
34. Review, titled but unsigned

“One Letter Too Many.” Rev. of The Letters of James Joyce, ed. Oliver Holmes. English Literature 33.2 (1989): 205–207. Print.

35. Review, untitled and unsigned

Rev. of The Letters of James Joyce, ed. Oliver Holmes. English Literature 33.2 (1989): 205–207. Print.
Alphabetize by the first important word of the work reviewed (Letters, in this case).
Abstracts in Abstracts Journals

36. Abstract from Dissertation Abstracts
Molitor, Susan. “Rocking Chair Symbolism in Sister Carrie.” Diss. U. of British Columbia, 1976. DAI 42.10 (1977): item DA4859378. Print.
Before Vol. 30, the name was just Dissertation Abstracts. Starting with Vol. 27, DA (and later DAI) paginates in series A. The Humanities and Social Sciences and B. The Physical Sciences and Engineering. In 1976, starting at Vol. 1, a third series began: C. European Abstracts. Starting with Vol. 14, that series name became C. Worldwide.
Editorials

37. Editorial in a newspaper, signed

Brooks, Esther. “Art Gallery Needs Funds Now.” Editorial. Post-Intelligencer [Seattle] 4 Sept. 2001, late ed.: A3. Print.
Omit introductory article from the newspaper name, except foreign-language newspapers: Le monde. If not a nationally published newspaper, add the city name after the name. If an edition is named on the masthead, add this after the date (late ed., natl. ed.).
38. Editorial in a newspaper, unsigned

“Art Gallery Needs Funds Now.” Editorial. Post-Intelligencer [Seattle] 4 Sept. 2001, late ed.: A3. Print.
Letters to the Editor

39. Letter to a newspaper editor

Brooks, Esther. Letter. New York Times 27 Oct. 2007, final ed., A7. Print.

40. Reply to a letter

Talbot, Maurice. Reply to letter of Esther Brooks. New York Times 29 Oct. 2007, late ed., A6. Print.
Serialized Articles

41. Serialized article when installments have the same title

Vogel, Gina. “Online Tracking of Works of Art.” Kenyon Review 40.3 (2008): 961–68; 40.4 (2008): 325–42; 41.1 (2008): 25–32; Print.

42. Serialized article when installments have different titles

Andrews, Dana. “Visual Arts and the Web.” Kenyon Review 40.3 (2008): 961–68. Print. Pt. 1 of a series, Art and the Online World.
Vogel, Gina. “Online Tracking of Works of Art.” Kenyon Review 40.4 (2008): 325–42. Print. Pt. 2 of a series, Art and the Online World.
Special Issues of Journals

43. Entire special issue of a journal

Gates, William, Jr., and Thomas Edison, eds. Electronics. Spec. issue of Amateur Radio 17.3 (1997): 987–1,026. Print.

44. One article from a special issue of a journal

Bell, Alexander Graham. “Modern Circuit Design.” Electronics. Ed. William Gates, Jr. and Thomas Edison. Spec. issue of Amateur Radio 17.3 (1997): 995–998. Print.
Doctoral Dissertations and Master’s Theses

45. Published dissertation
Tally, Broderick D. The White Whale: Symbols in Moby Dick. Diss. U of Montreal, 2004. Montreal: U Montreal P, 2004. Print.
46. Unpublished dissertation or thesis

Tally, Broderick D. The White Whale: Symbols in Moby Dick. Diss. University of Montreal, 2004. Print.
For a master’s thesis, instead of “Diss.” use MA thesis (or MS thesis, etc.).
47. Abstract of a dissertation in Dissertation Abstracts or Dissertation Abstracts International (DAI)
Tally, Barbara D. “The White Whale: Symbols in Moby Dick.” Diss. Simon Fraser U, 1998. DAI 65.12 (1999): item DA2947598. Print.

Before Vol. 20, the name was just Dissertation Abstracts. Starting with Vol. 27, DA and then DAI paginates in series A. The Humanities and Social Sciences and B. The Physical Sciences and Engineering. In 1976, starting at Vol. 1, a third series began: C. European Abstracts. Starting with Vol. 14, that series name became C. Worldwide.
Electronic Media

URLs can change, can be specific to a subscriber or session, and can be difficult to type correctly, so unlike earlier editions of the MLA Style Manual, the third edition recommends supplying a URL only if the item cannot be found any other way. If it’s necessary to break a URL, do it at a slash or a period; do not use a hyphen.
48. A work available only on the Web

Lunden, Jeff. “Grendel: An Operatic Monster’s Tale.” NPR. Natl. Public Radio, 11 July 2006. Web. 17 Sept. 2008.
If the work is part of a larger work, put its title in quotation marks as above. Then give the Web site title in italics, then the site’s publisher (if not specified use N.p.), the publication date (if not specified use n.d.), Web., then the date of access.
49. Online article also available in print
Pelton, Anna. The Trial of Washington Irving. Seattle: U of Washington P, 1998. Google Book Search. Web. 15 Sept. 2007.

Cite as you would the print article, but in place of “Print,” cite the Web site or database title, the medium Web, and the access date. If you need to specify a page range but none is available, use n. pag.
50. Article in an internet-only journal

Wenning, Mario. Rev. of Aesthetics of Appearing, by Martin Seel. Bryn Mawr Review of Comparative Literature 7.1 (2008): n. pag. Web. 8 Dec. 2009.
Cite as a print journal, but put Web and the date of access. If no page range is available, use n. pag. as above.
51. Article in an online database

Gilmore, Paul. “Romantic Electricity, or the Materiality of Aesthetics.” American Literature 76.3 (2004): 467–94. Project Muse. Web. 29 Jan. 2009.
Cite as a print journal, but add the database title in italics, Web, and the date accessed. If no page range is available, use n. pag.
Other Sources

52. Sound recording

McLean, Don, perf. “Castles in the Air.” Tapestry. Mediarts, 1971. LP.
Put a comma between the manufacturer and the date. Which role (performer, composer, conductor, etc.) is cited first depends on the emphasis desired. For the roles use the following abbreviations, either lowercase or capitalized:
Performer -- perf.
Composer -- comp.
Conductor -- cond.
Narrator – narr.
Director – dir.
Adapted by – adapt.
Producer – prod.
53. Musical score

Rachmaninov, Sergei. Variation on a Prelude. 1906. New York: Belwin, 2006. Print.
In-Text Citation

If a source’s name has already been used in a sentence or paragraph, and the source appears only once in the works cited list, cite only the page number(s) of the source: Strauss stresses that the farmer is central to the Tongan way of life (599-601). Otherwise, cite both: The farmer is central to the Tongan way of life (Strauss 599-601). Subsequent nearby citations can include just the page number(s).

1. An entire work
To cite an entire work, no page numbers are necessary: Online tracking of works of art can be a formidable challenge (Vogel). Or you may simply name the source in text, like this: Frank Stockton’s opinion on choice seems clear.
2. Multiple authors for one work
For multiple authors of one source, cite both names: Washington Irving’s trial had only a minor effect on his neighbors (Smith, Smith, and Fromm 2004).
3. Multiple works of one author 
If a single source has more than one reference in the works cited list, in text specify which work in an abbreviated form: (Kieran, Worth ix). 
4. Corporate authors

Try to use a corporate author’s name as part of the text, to avoid a long parenthetical citation: The Washington Teacher’s Union has frowned upon this form of what they called “blackmail” (224). If using a corporate name in parentheses, use common abbreviations where possible (Wash. Teacher’s Union 224).
5. Works listed in works cited list by title

Where possible, use a shortened version of the title. Begin with the same word the title is alphabetized by in the works cited list: (Chicago Manual 344).

6. Secondary sources

Avoid secondary sources, but if you must use information cited in a publication do it like this: Dreiser’s resolution to depict American life as it is wavers considerably in chapter 7 (qtd. In Molitor 24).
7. Common literature

The edition you used may not be conveniently available to the reader, so for a common work of literature try to cite more than just the page number, like (Sterne 452; ch. 19, sec. 2).

8. Citing multiple works in a single citation

Separate the sources with a semicolon: (Sterne 452; Chicago Manual; Stockton iv-vii). But try to avoid long parenthetical citations by using a note instead.
WORKS CITED

Abrell, Robert Lewis, and Barbara Hanna, eds. “Editing, Copyediting, and Proofreading.” The Clearing House 51 (2008): 439–443. Print.

Barrett, Richard. “MLA Style in Doctoral Dissertations.” Career Development International 7.5 (2002): 279–283. Print.

In this graduate school’s style the reference list begins on a new page whose number and running head continue from the body of the paper. For examples of MLA reference formats for many different types of sources, see MLA Formatting > References on the web site.

MLA style calls for the references to be listed in alphabetical order by author name (or source name, if no author is known). Alphabetization is by the letter-by-letter system, and takes into account the portion of the name preceding the comma: spacing and punctuation are not considered. Here is a sample sequence:

Debussy, Claude

De Palma, Brian

Descartes, René

Macdonald, Ian

McCarthy, Joseph

St. John, Cheryl

Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de

Willams, Nigel

Williams, Robina

Williamson, Henry

If several entries begin with the same name and consist of multiple authors, alphabetize by the last name of the second author:

Williams, Nigel, and Zeke De Palma

Williams, Nigel, and Ian Macdonald

Williams, Nigel, Robert Morris, and Claude Debussy
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